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by Robin Otani President of the BJC.


I am honoured to be asked by Penny to speak today about Tony.

I do this on behalf of myself, my son Stuart, my family, and members of the British Judo Council.

We express our sincere condolences to Penny, the boys; Chris, Andrew, Alex and Daniel and to all Tony’s relations, as well as his many friends in the BJC.
It’s a sad loss of a great father, friend and Judo ‘Stalwart’. 
In latter months I was often tempted to say, how well he looked, in spite of his terminal illness he always remained friendly and cheerful.

Like many in the BJC Tony and Penny have given valuable voluntary service to the BJC.
To be honest I cannot recall exactly when I first met Tony, however I do remember a skinny, wiry, blond-haired Cornish maid, fighting wildly for her black belt 1st Dan at St. Ives Easter Course in 1978 and of course, believe it or not, this was Penny, (nee Crocker), who I believe was at University in Bristol, around this time, in the vicinity of Tony’s home.

In 1983 I awarded Tony’s contest black belt 1st dan at my course in Chippenham. In the years that followed Tony and Penny attended many of my President’s Courses and most BJC National Judo Courses, including Bognor, Cromer, Woolacombe and Southport. 
Tony achieved his contest 2nd dan at a South Wales President’s Course in 1989 and 3rd dan at BJC Croyde National Course in 2000. His 4th dan was awarded at my Avon Course in 2010. In March this year Tony was promoted to 5th Dan at the ‘BJC Awards’ evening held Drayton Manor. Thus Tony was a BJC senior grade, well respected and liked by us all.
During his years in judo he became a valuable member of the BJC, regularly being elected on to the Headquarter Committee and voted Vice-Chair of that committee, ably assisting our current Chair Bernard Richmond QC. Tony’s own business was in Computer software systems requiring good intelligence and education. Thus Tony was a great asset to the BJC and was instrumental in many projects perhaps most notable was his negotiation of a new favourable Insurance scheme for BJC members.
In his technical judo capacity, Tony became Leader of the Referee Group, giving direction and organisation to our Referees and Competitions and was instrumental in establishing the current BJC Judo Contest Rules.

From 1986 both Penny and Tony avidly supported our late Technical Adviser and Chief Examiner, Akinori Hosaka 8th Dan Kodokan and attend every course, they could, held by Hosaka sensei, giving many hours of input in to the Judo Coaching courses ‘Fundamental Principles of Judo’ levels 1 & 2. Tony also videoed many of these lessons. 
This gave us the structure of our present couching qualifications that are Nationally accepted by ‘British Judo’ the UK lead body. Since Hosaka sensei’s death in 2010, Penny, with Tony’s active help, encouragement and support, has dedicated herself to tutoring and running FPJ Courses for BJC, thus preserving the essence of Hosaka sensei’s concepts.
Tony and I spent many hours talking together whilst travelling to HQC and AGM meetings.  I would drive from Devon and would call for him at Downend Bristol, Tony would usually drive from there and we were able to discuss most of the BJC topical issues. This was a great help for me in considering all options and suitable resolutions.

We all will have our own personal memories of Tony and whilst we shall miss his presence we shall not forget our memories of him.

Tony was a great father, a trusted loyal friend and a ‘Stalwart’ in the world of judo. His presence will be missed but always appreciated.
Goodbye and thank you Tony.
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